
 6 faculty members from the United States and Austria 

 35 Fellows from 31 countries and regions 

 20 lectures on various topics within Pediatric Anesthesiology and Critical Care 

 28 cases presented by fellows 

 6 cases selected for publication on the online case library of the Open Medical Institute 

 
 

After a welcome break for the Holidays, the team at Schloss Arenberg returned refreshed and ready 

to begin the New Year and prepare for a whole new series of seminars. The January winds brought a 

beautiful dusting of snow to the city, and the arriving fellows and faculty for the “Pediatric 

Anesthesiology and Critical Care” Seminar were greeted by Salzburg at its most beautiful.   

Course Director Daniela H. Davis (USA), MD, MSCE, and Co-Course Director Siegfried Rödl (Austria), 

MD, led a team of 6 faculty members to present lectures on the newest and most pressing topics in 

the field of Pediatric Anesthesiology and Critical Care. Lecture topics were diverse and interesting, 

ranging from the nuanced and delicate art of applying anesthesia to child patients in “Pediatric 

Anesthesia Potpourri,” by Dr. John Fiadjoe, MD, to the general principles of caring for and providing a 

compfortable environment for children in critical need of medical attention in “Improving the Quality 

of Care in the ICU & Operating Room,” given by  Dr. Daniela Davis, MD, MSCE.  Another highlight of 

the week was Dr. Kate Madden’s presentation, “Prevention of Hospital Acquired Infections,” 

especially relevant to fellows who practice medicine under challenging conditions.  

Although the objective of the seminar is to increase the fellows’ knowledge, there was also time 

allotted for bonding and enjoying the city of Salzburg. The entire group was free on Wednesday and 

most of the fellows decided to join the free guided tour of Hallstatt, the famously beautiful lakeside 

town in the State of Salzburg.    

It takes a special kind of person to devote themselves to the care of children in critical care in what 

are often tragic circumstances. The devotion and kindness of the fellows and faculty to each other 

could be felt in their unwavering support of one another and through their intense interest in the 

field.  Several faculty members remarked on the high quality of the fellows’ case presentations, and 

on the thoughtful critiques given by their peers.  

The farewell dinner was especially emotional as fellows, faculty and staff reflected on the importance 

of their work in the field of pediatrics. Course Director Daniela Davis gave a fitting tribute to her 

colleagues and the fellows during her goodbye speech, and many tearful goodbyes and hugs were 

exchanged. 
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Every time that I had the opportunity to share knowledge and meet new people from around the 
world it has been an enriching experience. But I must say that this time has been the best one, 
not only because the lectures and the faculty members were great, but the colleagues were very 
nice people and were opened to share what they do back at their homes. And the complement 
for all that was the city of Salzburg; it’s a beautiful city with a lot of culture, music and very 
delicious chocolates. I would love to have this opportunity again and now I’m ready to replicate 
everything I learned in my country. I want to say that I’m very thankful to AMSA and the OMI-
AAF for giving me the opportunity to broaden my knowledge.  

 
Sunday, 10 January – I arrived to Salzburg on January 9th, and after a long flight and some sleep I 
couldn’t wait to see the magical city of Salzburg. During Saturday and Sunday I got to walk around, go 
to Mozart’s houses and see the wonderful view from the fortress. I also took a tour to the Bavarian 
mountains and Kings Lake, and it was a beautiful tour. After some sightseeing, it was time to start 

this experience. The welcome was very friendly, but what I liked the most was the time when Dr. 
Wolfgang Aulitzky told us not to be afraid to speak in English because for all of us English is not 
our native language. There were 126 applicants and only 35 got the great opportunity to attend 
this seminar, and that reminds me how lucky I am.  
Monday, 11 January – After a healthy breakfast and to meet some of my colleagues, we started the 

lectures. Dr. Daniela Davis was the seminar director and she introduced herself and all the faculty 

members. At first, we had the pre-seminar test and after I was done I realized that this was going to 

be an interesting week and I was going to be learning a lot of new things (because I believe I had too 

many questions wrong, however I think that’s the idea of this test, just to show you how much you 

improved after all these days). In the morning, there were three lectures about CPR and Post Cardiac 

arrest by Dr. Alexis Topjian, Situational awareness and emergency response teams by Dr. Daniela 

Davis and Pediatric septic shock by Dr. Kate Madden.  Dr. Topjian explained clearly the latest 

resuscitation guidelines issued and highlighted the factors that could improve the survival of our 

patients, then Dr. Davis made me realized how important is working in teams when we have an 

emergency at our hospital and that we have to create a rapid response system, and at last Dr. 

Madden with a very complete presentation reminded us of the clinical features, diagnosis and 

treatment of Pediatric septic shock.   After lunch, Dr. Donald Boyer talked about a very fascinating 

topic that maybe is not quite interesting for some people but that I founded very useful for my future 

plans in Medical education.  Knowing the learning theories, it’s going to allow me to understand how 

we learn and what is the best way to teach. And finally, Dr. Davis explained briefly how to present a 

case and Dr. Topjian made a presentation of a case of a very common topic in children such as the 

ingestion of a foreign body and how damaging a battery in the esophagus can be. It was a very busy 

day but I was so excited about the days to come.  

Tuesday, 12 January – In my country we don’t manage patients in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, 

this is the work of pediatricians specialized in intensive care, but learning about topics like Pediatric 

Acute Kidney Injury and Pediatric Acute Respiratory Syndrome was very interesting. As a pediatric 

anesthesiologist I must accept that I was more interested in the lecture ahead about managing the 

difficult pediatric airway. I have so many pediatric patients with difficult airways back home and 

actually my case was about a child with frontonasal dysplasia so I really enjoyed this lecture. Dr. John 



Fiadjoe did an excellent presentation about the PeDI Registry and showed us his experience 

managing these patients. Even, I also asked him how I could make my institution be part of this 

registry. Then, Dr. Boyer showed us how technology has impacted the modern medical education 

and gave us some tips and apps that we could use in our smartphones or tablets. And the critical 

time arrived; I had my case presentation after lunch. I must say it was a great experience; it was the 

first time I was doing a presentation in English and I was extremely nervous. I practiced and practiced 

and practiced the day before and I think the month before too, but afterwards I think I did a pretty 

good job, because I felt confident and I did my best. As a matter of fact, my colleagues got very 

interested in my case and we had a good discussion about what was the best management that my 

patient could have received, I received some priceless comments from my colleagues. And I feel that 

this was the most enriching experience because I could hear and see about the anesthetic 

management of patients from other countries. After all the stress I went for a walk around Salzburg 

with my colleagues and got some fresh air.   

Wednesday, 13 January – We started the day with two lectures about Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome 

and Renal Replacement therapy by Dr. Siegfried Rödl. I haven’t had the opportunity to see patients 

with this syndrome and this management but it’s good to learn new things, you don’t know when 

you might need it. And again Dr. Fiadjoe made two excellent presentations. The truth is that I really 

liked his lectures; the way he manages to maintain us hooked up and how he easily finds the key 

points of our interest is so good. He wasn’t the person who was supposed to come, but I’m sure that 

things happen for a reason and he did a very good job this week (not sponsored ). Then, after a 

morning of much learning it was time for a Free Afternoon!!! and we had so much fun. We went to 

Fuschl Lake by bus, it was snowing and we made memories last lifetime.  

Thursday, 14 January – Photo time!!! We had our group photo taken. At first, a lecture about 

Plasmapheresis, what a complex topic, but it was interesting. The following lectures were about 

health care and economics and I found them very interesting, because sometimes we don’t pay 

attention to these topics and they are very useful for our daily medical practice.  In the afternoon, 

more case presentations!!! And I enjoyed them very much, I wish we could have more time to 

discuss the cases, I know we are too many and we only have 10 minutes for every case but 

sometimes the topic is rare or maybe so common with a different management and the discussion 

would have been very interesting, but we had time to discuss them at dinner time so that helps a lot. 

At the end of the day, Dr. Boyer approached me and told me the best new ever! My case was 

selected as an excellent case presentation!!! I was so excited, all my work and preparation paid off.  

Friday, 15 January – The sadly day, our last day of the seminar. The first lecture was about Poisoning, 

Toxins and exposures by Dr. Boyer and It was very good because It reminded me of things about 

poisoning that we have already forgotten because we are not the primary care team of these 

patients, they usually are attended by the emergency doctors. Then Dr. Topjian taught us about what 

It’s the best way to approach a child with altered mental status. After the coffee break we had our 

last two lectures, one by Dr. Boyer about endocrine disturbances in pediatric critical illness and the 

second one about Pediatric hematologic and oncologic emergencies; both were very interesting. In 

the afternoon we had our post-seminar test and when I was doing it I felt that I learned many new 

things because now I knew more answers compared to the fist test so definitely this week was worth 

it. We had the opportunity to know what the right answers were and I only got 4 answers wrong so it 

was nice to know that I did well but most of all, that I learned a lot. We got three hours free so I 

made many girl friends and we went out to buy Mozart chocolates and souvenirs!!! By the way the 

silver and blue ones are the best ones!. At the end of the day we had a delicious farewell dinner. It 

was in another room next to the hall with circle tables and we got to share with our colleagues and 

faculty even more. It was so warm, we felt that we knew each other for a long time, and we just 



didn’t want to be over. After Dr. Davis speech telling us about how wonderful this experience was we 

received our certificates and I was the happiest person in the world because I received a certificate in 

recognition of my excellent case presentation!!! What an honor!!! It was a lovely night, many 

“selfies” were taken and we had a blast! And after that we went out to the center of Salzburg to 

celebrate! I’m sure this is not the end; it’s the beginning of friendship. I must say that even though 

I’m not a pediatric intensivist and many of the lectures were about intensive care topics, Salzburg 

medical seminar is one of the best scenarios to learn new medical topics and to get updates of 

what’s happening in the medical world. Salzburg seminar is the perfect scenario to realize that what 

we do everyday is an outstanding work. I want to thank Dr. Aulitzky, Dr. Davis, Dr. Topjian, Dr. 

Madden, Dr. Boyer, Dr. Fiadgoe and Dr. Rodl for an excellent week! I will come back!  

 

Sincerely,  

Lina Sarmiento  

 


